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When I look at the schedule of events in our future, I cannot 

help but exclaim: This is an exciting time to be at FPC St. Albans!  

As September brings our routine back to a more familiar and 

regimented point, I encourage you to connect to God in new 

and unique ways through the ministry of FPCSA.  Glancing 

through our newsletter you’ll find that we have several 

opportunities to fellowship with one another, as well as serve 

Christ by serving others.   

 

You will soon discover as you peruse this newsletter that our schedule of activities and discipleship 

opportunities is quite stellar, and it is our hope that you are able to participate in each of these 

categories as often as possible. If you were at our brunch you saw the preview for our Wednesday 

Night curriculum from PC(USA) called “Follow Me.” This study is designed so that every person who 

attends will hear the same lesson, just tuned more toward their own understanding, and together 

we’ll all be learning about the Christian idea of hospitality for the first few weeks.   

 

The start of autumn also means that before long, the Nominating Committee will begin meeting and 

praying as they seek to elect a slate of elders, and trustees.   It is likely that you or someone you love 

will be asked to serve, and I hope you are willing to entertain this invitation as God’s still, small voice 

crying out from the wilderness.   

 

Lastly, although this might be something we inadvertently overlook from time to time, we have the 

opportunity to pray for the ministries and lives of those who gather for worship at FPCSA.  Yes, we 

should pray for each other.  That may seem to be an elementary statement, but it is the most basic of 

necessities for our spiritual life. I challenge you to spot someone sitting in worship that is outside your 

“circle” and choose to pray for that individual.  Get to know them “spiritually” as you lift petitions to 

God, and I know God will bless you both.  Pray for the families who bring their children to our Littles 

program on Fridays and pray for the families who bring their children to our playground throughout 

the week.  Although you may never see them, they have seen us and are thankful we are in the 

community.  Pray also for our ministries and future ministries and for those whom God will lead to 

begin worshipping in this place.  Let us pray together as we also play together. 

 

Clearly this is an exciting time at First Presby, and I hope you are anticipating the ways in which we 

can encounter God together in the months to come. Let it be for us a time of growth, of discernment, 

of building our character, and of grace.                                             Rev. Mark Boyd 
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World Communion Sunday October 3rd, 2021 

 
We will celebrate world communion Sunday on October 3rd, 2021 

this year in a unique way.  As a way for us to be universal in our 

approach to the Eucharist we will have multiple types of bread 

available for use during communion based on ways our sisters and 

brothers of faith practice communion in their context.  It is our 

hope that this alerts us to a more comprehensive understanding of 

the commonality of sharing and breaking bread with each other as 

a way to receive the grace of Christ and grow the fellowship of 

believers.  Did you know this was a Presbyterian gift to the world? World Communion Sunday 

originated at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA in 1933.  By 1936 it was publicized 

throughout our denomination, and during the second World War the predecessor to the World 

Council of Churches began urging all denominations to participate, and it has now grown into 

something all of Christendom celebrates on the first Sunday of October every year.  In keeping with 

our Presbyterian tradition of recognizing the importance of the Body of Christ seeking peace 

throughout the world, we also collect the Peace and Global Witness offering on that Sunday as well.  

For more information about either of these, follow the link below. 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/churchcalendar/world-communion-sunday/ 

                                                                                                                        

Christian Education News 

                                        Kathryn Maddy, DCE 
 

Many of you have heard about a miraculous 

man from Nazareth. He spoke of turning the 

world upside down, where leaders were servants, 

hungry people were fed, prisoners were set free, 

and sick people were cured. And peace ruled 

over hatred and war. To everyone he said, 

“Follow me, and I will show you the way to 

God.”   

                                                                                        

 ~ Growing Faith Resources 

 

“Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we 

learn and do what Jesus said and did. It takes 

more than the head, checking off boxes of 

belief. It even takes more than the heart, 

feeling deeply about another person or 

cause.  It takes practice. And practice.  And 

more practice. We are not practicing for 

perfection, however, but practicing to put faith 

and love into action. 

 

Our new faith formation agenda, Follow Me, is 

under-whelming if you are looking for 

“complex matters of doctrine or a prescriptive 

list of behaviors, beliefs and 

qualifications.  Jesus practiced what he 

preached. His followers were attracted to him 

because of his actions:  he welcomed everyone, 

he spoke truth to power, and he invited all to 

follow him to God.” 

 

Jesus preached about the Kingdom and a joy 

that is deep and wide.  He never preached 

about church, and seldom spoke even of the 

temple proper in Jerusalem.  His hospitality was 

boundless, and like everything about his 

ministry, upside down from the norm.  

 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/churchcalendar/world-communion-sunday/
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Jesus was always on the go. His last command 

to his disciples was to go. Go, and make 

disciples. He daily retreated to a lonely place 

for prayer and communion with God, but then 

he was on his way, teaching, healing, and 

transforming lives wherever he went. This is our 

paradigm.  He is our role model and he sends 

us into a lonely and broken world to share the 

good news.  

 

What does upside down hospitality look 

like?   In most all cultures hospitality involves 

food, lots of food, and shelter.  We invite 

others into our homes to rest, visit, and 

eat.  Sometimes we go to great lengths to 

prepare for our guest, cleaning and polishing, 

the silver, the best dishes, the best linens.  We 

roll out the red carpet.  But Jesus had no best 

of the best or red carpet.   Instead he invited 

himself to others homes.  

 

Jesus had a lot to say about hospitality as he 

had learned about it in his Hebrew Scriptures, 

and it was a central practice in his life and 

teachings.  He was often dependent on the 

hospitality of others, and biblical accounts of 

his visits show how hospitality is sometimes 

more complex than a host inviting someone in 

for dinner.  Sometimes the guest turns out to 

be the host.  

 

Jesus told Zacchaeus, “Come down, for I must 

come to your house today.” Jesus really had a 

need for a place to stay.  The difference 

between inviting someone to your house 

versus being invited to their house, is at your 

house you are in control. You are the one with 

the power.  To be a guest you give up your 

power. That is what Jesus did.  He gave up his 

power.  We invite people into our homes, our 

churches, but Jesus did just the opposite.  He 

goes to their house and asks if they are ready 

for the good news.   

 

Martha had the power when she fussed at 

Jesus for not scolding her counter cultural 

sister, Mary, for sitting audaciously at Jesus’ 

feet in a room full of men.  She wanted Mary in 

her proper role, sharing the work of 

hospitality.  Understand that Martha wants to 

be with Jesus, too, but she’s doing what she 

can that is acceptable and respectable. Mary, 

however, is so overwhelmed by Jesus’ presence 

she just does what comes natural despite 

respectability. She sits at his feet.  Jesus tells 

Martha in Luke 10:42 that of all the things we 

can do, being still in his presence is the best.  

 

Sandra Van Opstal, a guest preacher at the 

2018 APCE Annual Event, said “It’s hard to hit a 

moving target.  Come to God and tell him what 

you want, what you need — cry.  Just 

dwell.  Sometimes we are so busy doing for 

God, we miss God altogether.  Being with God 

lets you be known to you as God knows you. A 

moving target is hard to hit. Sit still at Jesus’ 

feet to find out what you want from the Lord.” 

 

Sandra thinks the Zacchaeus story in Luke 18 is 

really about seeing, about taking notice of 

people.  “Who do you not see?  Who does 

Jesus see?  Jesus takes notice of Zacchaeus, an 

odd sight no doubt.  Ask yourself what does it 

mean to be seen by Jesus?  To be noticed?  To 

be seen in the rough, not prepped?  He sees 

us, and then he tells us to come down and take 

him into our home.   

 

“Hospitality is not about entertaining, it’s about 

being in relationship.  Don’t just do for me. 

Don’t just feed me, clothe me — sit and know 

me. Don’t just do something, sit there.” She 

reminds us that “Jesus is the guest.  Jesus is the 

guest in this story and in our churches. 

Everyone else is a participant.”  Sandra 

cautioned, “Hospitality is not about being a 

guest and a host. It’s about being a  
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family.  Warm, welcoming and accepting as we 

are, not how we could be.” Sandra asked, “Do 

we see people, especially those with needs, as 

disruptions?  Or as gifts from God?  Our lives 

are full of opportunities to see people in 

trees.  Opportunities to share good news, to 

share the love of God.”  Take notice. Be 

family.  Pray and play with each other as you 

blend all the way together, just as you are, like 

a soup.  Jesus calls, “Follow me!” 

 

 
All ages are invited to join us beginning on 

Sunday, September 12, 2021, at 9:00 am in 

the fellowship hall for Cafe Discussions 

about Follow Me, our new curriculum Bible 

study.  Each week we learn something Jesus 

told his followers to do and then discuss life 

applications of that week’s practice. Join us on 

Wednesday Nights, too, for a deeper dive into 

the spiritual practices Jesus modeled for us in 

the gospels.  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS ARE BACK!  
Join us for dinner at 5:45 pm on Wednesday, 

September 8, 2021. At 6:30 pm all ages begin 

an eight week dive into the practice of Biblical 

hospitality with Follow Me ~ Welcome All.  Age 

appropriate classes will discover Bible stories 

where Jesus exemplifies the essence of 

hospitality.  

Many of you have heard about a miraculous man 

from Nazareth. He spoke of turning the world upside 

down, where leaders were servants, hungry people 

were fed, prisoners were set free, and sick people 

were cured. And peace ruled over hatred and war. To  

everyone he said, “Follow me, and I will show you 

the way to God.”    ~ Growing in Faith Resources 

 

 

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful 

Living is a thirty-six unit (over three years) 

study that helps people of all ages follow Jesus. 

We are metaphorically testing the water as we 

dive into Welcome All this fall. These are the 

spiritual practices Jesus did, embodied, 

practiced, and taught his disciples - us - to do 

as faithful followers. Written for people of all 

ages who wish to live out their faith, Follow 

Me examines where these spiritual practices are 

found in the Bible and how they have been 

used by Jesus’ followers then and now, and 

engage us in dimensions of the practice in our 

own lives as we follow Jesus.  Practice makes 

better. It is not easy. It never was, but you will 

be transformed.  As a faith community we will 

draw near to God with other disciples.   

 

 

Join us on Wednesday nights and Sunday 

mornings for Follow Me:  Biblical Practices for 

Faithful Living.  Holly Greathouse and Jack 

Rogers will be your leaders! 

 

Bowling Party!  September 12 after worship 

we will eat together and then go to Town N 

Country Lanes in Nitro for fun and fellowship 

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  The fee is $5.00 per 

person and includes shoe rental plus two 

reserved lanes for our group. Concessions are 

available.   

 

FALL FESTIVAL for everyone – 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 -- 5:00 

pm  -  Join us for a fun evening at The Roberts’ 

Farm off West Main Street in St. Albans.  Bonfire, 

roasted marshmallows, hot dogs, outdoor games, 

hiking, farm animals, good food, and much, much 

more. Bring a friend.  Items needed:  fall crafts, 

small pumpkins to decorate, games, etc. 
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Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2022 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2022 is slated for July 

24-27 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The theme for the 

event is When Did We See You? from Matthew 

25:31-46. The venue has changed from Purdue 

University to the Indiana Convention Center and 

housing will be in its surrounding hotels, all within a 

short walking distance.  Cost is $450 which includes 

registration fees, housing, meals (at the event), t-

shirts and transportation. This is a once in a lifetime 

mountaintop experience you do not want to 

miss!  Scholarships are available from our church, 

so plan now to attend.  The registration deadline 

is Thursday, March 31, 2022, for youth in grades 8-

12 this school year. More information can be found 

at presbyterianyouthtriennium.org.   

 

The Bluestone Camp 

Fall Getaway is ON! 

 
October 1-3, 2022.  Join the fun at 

this inter- generational weekend of 

learning, fun and fellowship.   

“Those who are peacemakers will 

plant seeds of peace and reap a 

harvest of goodness.”      

 ~ James 3:18 

Cost is $80 (12 and up) $45 

(4-11) Free (3 and under)  

 

Remember Our College Students 
Alex Zimmerman         High Point University         
Campus Box 3932 

One University Parkway 

High Point, NC. 27268 

  

JD Zimmerman                       University of Tennessee 

1901 Lake Ave 

Knoxville TN 37916  

  

John Leftwich         West Virginia University 

601 Protzman St 

Morgantown, WV 26505 

  

Aaron Peterson        Colorado Mountain College 

543 Jay Ct 

Steamboat Springs, CO  80487 

(970) 761-0293 

  

Cassie Denison                   WV State University 

9 Lisa Circle, Winfield, WV  

  

Grace Denison                 Bridge Valley 

9 Lisa Circle, Winfield, WV  

 

Elizabeth Harvey West Virginia Wesleyan  

MSC 819, 59 College Avenue 

Buckhannon, WV  26201 

 

Matthew Dillon West Virginia University  
Building 21, Apartment 305 

60 Newton Avenue 

Morgantown, WV 26505  

 

Avery Dillon-Page University of Kentucky  

843 South Broadway  

Apt 13102 

Lexington, Ky 40504 

 

Bryce Coleman                           Bellarmine University 

Room 319 Newtown Hall 

2001 Newburg Road 

Louisville KY 40205 

 

Huston Peyton University of Louisiana 

101 LSU Student Union Building 

LSU Box 3269 

Baton Rouge, LA 70803 

 

John Harvey Villanova University  

130 Cricket Avenue Graduate studies 

Ardmore, PA 19003 

 

Tyler Walker University of Rochester 

Rochester, New York Doctoral Degree Program 

 

 
September Birthdays 
2 – Christopher Marquart 

6 – Andi Pease 

7 – Frank Moir, Maddy Arnott 

9 – David Kessler 

11 – Ayden Cook 

12 – Richard Allowatt, Carlie Pfost 

13 – Gage Gibson  

14 – Trey Hedrick   

15 – Judy Coffman 

18 – Jackie Jones  

26 – Lindsay Denison 

27 – Jacob Hoyle 
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PRAYER CONCERNS - congregation 

George Hartman Jr.  

Millie White        

Carol Buck      

Elly & Robert Denzie  

Mike Clark   

Kathleen Jordan (recovering from second surgery)            

Pebble Pfost   

Jack Rogers           

Mary Ellen Logsdon (welcome back—recovering) 

Mark Curtis              

Ned & Glenna Arthur    

Mel & Abbie Burch 

 

Prayer Concerns - In Care Facilities: 

Cornelia May, 255 N. Egret Bay Blvd., apt. 4104, 

League City, TX  77573 

Muriel Frincke, Apt. 318, 3201 Center Pointe 

Drive, Orlando, FL 32825 

Ann McCormick, Apt. 213, Bellaire at Devonshire, 

5 Bexley Drive, Scott Depot, WV  25560 

 

Prayer Concerns - Family and Friends  

Lon Hardin (Kathryn Maddy’s father) 

Jason Irwin (Carol Buck’s nephew) 

   Virginia Woods Johnson (Elaine Dixon)  

   Janet Walker, back pain (Donna Merguc’s sister) 

Jon Dunlap, back pain (Kris Dunlap) 

Hollise Griffith (Michael Duvall’s uncle) heart 

condition 

James Logsdon (Mary Ellen’s nephew) 

Stephen (Jackie Jones cousin) 

Linda Samms, cancer (Jennifer Burgess) 

James Cunningham (Abbie Burch’s father) 

Adolfo Torres (Laurie Turley) 

Rudy Capese, liver cancer (Lindsey Duvall) 

Ashley Nestman, Lymphoma (Connie Ivey) 

Amber Shinn, cancer (Mary Ellen Logsdon) 

Lynn Akers, breast cancer (Mary Ellen Logsdon) 

surgery followed by treatment  

Celia Maddy (Kathryn Maddy’s niece) 

Lindsay Denison (Patsy Denison) 

Margaret Walker, (Donna Merguc) 

Joye Ratcliff (brother-in-law’s mother) 

  Debbie Duvall 

Hillary Homburg, Lindsey Duvall’s friend 

Waylon Charles Scott, two years old (Kathryn 

Maddy) 

John Kennedy, healing at home (Kathy Maddy) 

Meghan Ott (Connie Ivey’s cousin) breast cancer 

 

Prayer Request Cards Prayer request cards are at 

the doors entering the sanctuary.  If you would like  

to submit a request, please complete the card and 

drop it in the offering plate and it will be read in the 

worship service. 

 

Prayer Requests from the 

Prayer Box 

 Amanda needs prayers for 

lots of help.  She is currently 

without a home and living on 

handouts. 

 Mark Hively asks for 

prayers for housing, finances, 

health, family matters, relationship issues, 

clothing, glasses, and food.  I thank you 

as I am not a member of the church. 

 Shannon Fatla (Mom of 5 children) 

requests prayer for faith, love, and family, 

together or apart, and strengthen us and 

guide us.  

 

 
 

After a year and a half, plans are being made 

for the various choirs to resume. (AMEN!)  

Mary Ellen Logsdon 

 

We will resume rehearsals for the Adult Choir 

on Wednesday, September 8 at 5 P.M. 

 

If you have ever thought about singing in the 

choir, now would be the perfect time to join!  

Please know that we will be following the 

recommendations from the “experts” and will 

socially distance while singing.  At this time, 

singers will be masked while they sing.  We 

want to ensure the safety of our church family. 
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If Wednesday evenings do not work for you, 

there will be a choir rehearsal in the sanctuary 

on Sunday mornings at 8:30 – these rehearsals 

will begin on September 12. 

 

Scripture tells us to Make A Joyful Noise!  That 

is what we strive to do!  To be a part of the 

choir at FPCSA, all you need to do is show up 

for rehearsal.  We do not audition our choir 

members.  We gather together to serve the 

Lord with music.  The biggest requirement is a 

desire to serve the Lord by singing His praises 

and sharing His Word through music. Another 

requirement is the willingness to laugh – we do 

a lot of that!  If you should have any questions 

about the choir, please feel free to talk to Mary 

Ellen after any worship service or e-mail her at:  

MARYLOGSDON@HOTMAIL.COM 

 

The Adult Choir isn’t the only music group at 

FPCSA.  We also have a handbell choir.  The 

rehearsal day and time will be on Thursdays at 

6 p.m.  When Mary Ellen has received enough 

responses from people wanting to participate 

in this group we will start.  If you can count to 

four – then this group is for you.  The ability to 

read music is not a requirement – just a 

willingness to try. 

 

As we start resuming the various ministries of 

the church, plans will be made to resume the 

children’s choir.  Please check the bulletin and 

future newsletters for information for this 

group. 

ALSO, if you play a musical instrument and 

would like to share your gift with the 

congregation, please contact Mary Ellen. 

 

Please know that ALL ARE WELCOME to be a 

part of these various music ministries!!! 

 

If you would like to become a part of the tech 

team and learn how to operate the equipment 

used to livestream and record our worship 

services, please contact the church office or 

Mary Ellen. 

 

Thank you notes… 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for all of the prayers, cards, 

food, and flowers. These outpourings of love mean 

more than you will ever know. I am healing - slowly, 

but surely. I am also blessed.  They got all the 

cancer and initial tests show that it did not spread. 

Not only am I blessed by that, I am blessed by you! 

Thank you so, so much! 

Mary Ellen 

 

Thank you so much for the cards, prayers and 

concern during the recent passing of my sister 

Janice Field in Florida.   Sincerely, Cel Jones 

 

Worship Liturgists 

September 5th   Buck Ivey 

September 12th   Mark Curtis 

September 19th  Lindsey Duvall 

September 26th  Adam Greathouse 

October 3rd   Holly Greathouse 

October 10th   Buck Ivey 

October  17th   Donna Merguc 

October 24th   Kathleen Jordan 

October 31st    Adam Greathouse 

If you need to switch a Sunday with someone, 

please find your replacement and then alert the 

office of the switch.  If you cannot find a 

replacement from the folks on this list, let me know 

and we’ll punt (or I will do it in a pinch.) 

 

 

Memorials 

Given in memory of Peggy Young by Betty L. Thompson, 

  Karen, Eston, Jada, and Jared Kuhn, Toni Sovine 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS 

Ushers are needed to collect the offering at the 

10:00 am Sunday worship services.  Please sign up 

on the hallway bulletin board if you would like to 

be a part of this ministry. 

mailto:MARYLOGSDON@HOTMAIL.COM
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EVANGELISM AND 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

COMMITTEE 
Abbie Burch, Jennifer Burgess, Connie Ivey, Cel Jones, 
Donna Merguc, Andi Pease, Linda Slappe, Laurie Turley 

 

Next Meeting is Tuesday, September 7, at 11:15 
am in the Parlor 

You Are Always Welcome...come and join us! 
 

EVANGELISM SUNDAY is September 
19!  Watch for more details! 

Do you want to attend this conference?

 
The REvangelism Conference is designed to 

take you on a deeper journey into faith: into 

the lives of others, into justice, hope, and the 

wonder of God. Together we will practice 

habits of Evangelism that will engage us in the 

gospel of good news — God’s justice and 

reconciliation for the world. 

What Is Evangelism? 
Evangelism is the proclamation and manifestation 

of good news. The following passage from the 

prophet Isaiah illuminates the expansive, wondrous 

nature of God’s good news: 

“How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” (Isaiah 52:7) 

Isaiah is announcing a return to well-being and 

sanctuary. The good news that accompanies the 

reign of God is an encounter with peace, 

wholeness, salvation, and justice. Inclusive of our 

words and actions, evangelism is a ministry of the 

body of Christ that increases the likelihood that we 

are becoming a peculiar people who live like 

Jesus in our neighborhoods. Therefore, the 

good news of God’s love is a journey into a new 

way of life, which leads to becoming fully 

human. 

 
                                                                  By Tara Malcomb 

                        phone 304 415-3825 

Wee church is back in action with a four- week 

introduction on the elements of worship.  Worship is 

the heart of our Christian life, and children need to 

learn our congregation’s worship ways and claim them 

as their own.  We will study confession, proclamation, 

petition, and dedication.  The children will gain an 

understanding of what each element means and what 

part it plays in worship.  Just being able to say or sing 

the words allows children to participate in worship as 

more than an observer.  We will have a lot of fun 

introducing these movements of worship and make 

some cute crafts too.  See you in September! 

Wee Church Leaders 

September 5  Tara Malcomb, Connie Ivey 

September 12  Donna Merguc, Jackie Jones 

September 19  Tara Malcomb, Kim Gaines 

September 26  Holly Greathouse, Moria Boyd, 

     Mila Boyd 

If you have any questions or cannot volunteer on a 

specific date, please call or text me at 304 415-3825.  

Tara 

 

https://montreat.org/events/revangelism21?mraid=print
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Why This Resource? 

Evangelism is not a tool to gain new members for 

our churches. This ministry is not an instrument to 

help people gain access into heaven. The work of 

evangelism is much more expansive in its scope 

and meaning. Evangelism is a way of life that is 

formed by the power of the Holy Spirit, moving 

through common practices in the community of 

faith, enabling and empowering the body of 

Christ to live more deeply into the love of God 

and the lives of others. 

This resource identifies and explores eight habits of 

faith, which invite the reader on a journey into the 

love of God, the lives of our neighbors, and the 

transformation of creation. As we become more like 

Christ, we are a people of radical inclusion, 

generosity, and justice. Through our worship, 

sacraments, community, prayer, and teaching, lives 

are being formed and transformed in ways that are 

the visible and audible signs of the reign of God. 

The community of faith is designed to be the seen, 

heard, and experienced as a representation of 

God’s reign and peace. 

_________________________________________ 

 
LITTLES STORY-TIME 

OUTREACH 

Every Friday beginning Friday, September 10  

10:30-11:15am. 

Infants to Age 5 with a parent or guardian. 

Story-time, music, games, crafts, play-time, and 

light refreshments.  Pass the word.  Invite your 

Friends and Family.  We are following the CDC 

guidelines. (Tara, Linda, and Donna will be 

ready on September 10th to share our first 

book, we are excited.) Please pray for this 

ministry.  

 

 
 
 

Family and Friends CPR 
TRAINING 

Ina Armstrong, Kim Gaines, Connie Ivey, Jackie 

Jones, Kathryn Maddy, Tara Malcomb, Donna 

Merguc, Andi Pease, and Linda Slappe attended the 

class on Saturday, August 28th.  We enjoyed our 

time together with Teresa Evans, our instructor, and 

learning about CPR.  Teresa reviewed the lifesaving 

skills of adult, child, and infant CPR.  We all felt 

more confident after attending this American Heart 

Association Class.  We may ask Session to approve 

an AED (Automated External Defibulator) for the 

church.  

 

FOUNDERS DAY - 
September 18 on Olde Main - 

Time to be announced  
Evangelism Committee hopes to set up a table with 

our church literature and home-made cookies to 

offer to our community friends.  Other ideas what 

we can offer our community?  Come out and join 

us. 

 
CONGREGATION CARE 
  We continue to pray, call, send cards, and take 

snacks to our Most Vulnerable:  Ned and Glenna 

Arthur, Sadie Ashworth, Lew Baxter, Dewitt and 

Wanda Bowman, Carol Buck, Etta and Michael Clark, 

Patsy Hanson, Dolly Locke, Ann McCormick, Pebble 

Pfost, Boots Pinnell, Carolyn Reed, Millie White.  It's 

wonderful to see Eleanor Reeves, Gloria Williams, 

Cel Jones, and Etta/Michael Clark able to attend 

worship now. 

 

  We continue to pray for our Youth and Young 

Children.  It was wonderful seeing them at the 

Lakewood Pool party. 

 

  We continue to pray over all the Prayer 

Concerns - Congregation Members, In-Care 

Facilities, Prayer Box Prayer Requests, and our 

Family and Friends Prayer Concerns...all listed in our 

Sunday Bulletin. 

 
 
 
 

https://8habits.org/
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News from Buildings Grounds 
Tim Malcomb, Chair; Mike Merguc, Michael  
Clark, Kirk King, Jack Rogers, Sara Kell, Andi 
Pease 

 Outside Sanctuary and Education buildings 
facing Kanawha Terrace were cleaned by 
Jody’s Repair Service. The sidewalks were 
pressure washed. 

 Roof on the Fellowship Hall will be replaced 
by Mr. Roofer when his schedule allows. 

 Kitchen drain lines were repaired and leaks 
in the bathrooms were fixed by E. J. 
Thompson. 

 Kirk King repaired one of the playground 
benches, need welder to repair the other 
one. 

 Kirk sprayed the cracks in the parking lot 
with weed killer and trimmed some trees.  

 We didn’t plant as many flowers as we have 
in the past due to cleaning the buildings.  
Etta Clark plants and cares for the flowers in 
the pot at the kitchen entry. 

 
Sometimes we take for granted the repairs and 
maintenance that is being done to our buildings and 
landscape. This is no small task and we are 
thankful for the volunteers who continue to make us 
look good.  Mike Merguc and the rest of the 
Building and Grounds Committee are commended 
for the work they do.  
 

Notes from Session 
Called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, 

August 29, 2021 to approve Rev. Mark Boyd’s full-

time compensation package dated September 1, 

2021 through December 31, 2021. 

 

Following the deaths of members Peggy Young and 

Wanda Crews the number of active members on 

our roll is 116. 

 

Approved Kathryn Maddy’s request to use the 

church fellowship hall once a month for the 

Kanawha County Doll and Miniature Club.  Not for 

profit.  

 

World Communion Sunday is October 3rd.  We will 

have something special to recognize WCS. 

 

Home communion – will begin in September.   

 

Prayer cards will be at the doors as you enter the 

sanctuary.  We ask that cards be handed to ushers 

or put in the offering plates. 

 

Rev. Boyd will instruct the congregation when to 

take the elements on Communion Sundays.     

 

Approved PCUSA Follow Me curriculum for adults 

and children. 

 

Approved to begin Intergenerational Sunday 

School, September 12 at 9:00 am. 

   

Approved Wee Church to begin Sunday, September 

12 following the Children’s sermon. 

 

Approved Wednesday Night Programs to begin 

September 8th. 

 

Blessing Bags continue to be prepared and 

delivered to Christ’s Kitchen.  

 

Donna discussed how we welcome new families to 

the community.  

 

We continue to take care of our visitors and follow 

up with them.  

 

Approved Littles program to begin on Friday, 

September 10. 

 

Evangelism Sunday is September 19. We will have 

something special on that day. 

 

Approved PCUSA Special Offering Peace and Global 

Witness, September – October 3.  

 

Approved Fellowship Hall roof repair.  

 

Approved the newly created Administrative 

Assistant/Financial Secretary job description.   

 

Next stated meeting will be held on Sunday, 

September 12, at 11:15 am. 

 

Motion made to adjourn, seconded and approved.   

Moderator closed the meeting with prayer. 
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Confronting  Hopelessness, Thwarting division 

Empowering congregations 
and individuals to become 

peacemakers  
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering 

enables the church to promote the Peace of 

Christ by addressing systems of conflict and 

injustice across the world. Individual 

congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 

25% of this Offering to connect with the global 

witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an 

additional 25% for ministries of peace and 

reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by 

the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate 

for peace and justice in cultures of violence,  

including our own, through collaborative 

projects of education and Christian witness.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality 

The Love Challenge 

(Live and via zoom) 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Michael A. Poke Sr.  

WVIS associate Spiritual Director and Pastor 

at St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 

8:15 am to 1:00 pm 

This workshop endeavors to create a safe 

environment for reflection on racial bias.  Methods 

to equip participants to address racism, hate and 

violence will be presented, and a plan developed to 

heal the cultural divisions in our local communities.  

Cultural and ethnicity will be defined in broad 

terms.  Registration Deadline: September 29, 2021 

This program will be held live at St. Paul Missionary 

Baptist Church, B Street, St. Albans. (masks required; 

please bring your own water and via ZOOM – link 

will be provided after you register. Donation: free 

will offering.  Registration forms are on the hallway 

bulletin board. (Join Jack Rogers and attend this 

program.) 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR LOCAL MISSIONS - St. Albans Food Pantry-St. Mark’s Episcopal    

Items needed for the pantry this month: canned fruit, individual fruit cups, canned greens such as collard 
greens, spinach, kale, etc. (no green beans or corn) 
 
The following services are provided at the food pantry: 
 
1. Food is distributed between 9:30 and 11:00 AM each Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
To schedule a food pickup, please call (304)932-9406 or come to the schedule desk in Christ’s Kitchen. The hours of 
operation for the schedule desk as well as the hours the phone is answered are: Monday and Wednesday 10 to 11:30 
AM. You must talk to a scheduler in order to schedule a time for a pickup. Phone messages are not recorded. 
 
2. Pantry and schedule desk are closed on major holidays. These include: Christmas, Thanksgiving, New Years Day 
and July Fourth. 
 
3. Christmas baskets - The food pantry also serves as a registration location for Christmas baskets. Applications for 
Secret Santa can also be obtained at the food pantry for mailing to the Christmas Bureau. 
 
4. Information and applications for other assistance is available at the food pantry as it is made available by other 
agencies or groups. 
 
Donations: 
Financial - Donations can be made by mail to CKFP, Inc. POBox 248, St. Albans, WV 25177 and designated to Food 
Pantry. 
 
Food - Food can be brought to St Mark’s Episcopal Church, preferably during the food pantry hours of operation. 
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EVERYONE IS INVITED – BRING A FRIEND 

HOT DOGS WILL BE PROVIDED… BRING A DISH TO SHARE. 

DO YOU NEED A RIDE?  WE WILL CARPOOL FROM THE CHURCH PARKING LOT AT 4:45 PM 

IF YOU WANT US TO PICK YOU AT YOUR HOME, LET US KNOW. 

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE FARM.  304 727 2241 

BRING A LAWN CHAIR IF YOU HAVE ONE. 
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The Presby Record  
First Presbyterian Church 

201 Kanawha Terrace 
St. Albans, West Virginia  25177-2825 

Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JOIN US FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 
ALSO ON FACEBOOK LIVE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Trustees:  
          Class of 2021: John Jones 

                    Class of 2022: Gloria Williams  
                    Class of 2023: Michael Duvall 

 
 

 

 

                                           Officers 

   Class of 2021    Class of 2022  Class of 2023 

  Donna Merguc (2)  Michael Clark (2) Mark Curtis (2) 

   Vickie Godbey (1)  Tim Malcomb (2)   Kathleen Jordan (1) 

  Holly Greathouse (1)      Betty King (1)  

   

 
 
 
 
 

                            Church Staff 

Ministers  Every Member of the Congregation 

Rev. Mark Boyd ................................... Pastor 

Andi Pease ............................ Temp. Secretary  

Mary Ellen Logsdon ............... Music Director 

Kathy Maddy .......................................... DCE 

Mike Merguc .................................. Custodian 

Buck Ivey ......................................... Treasurer 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

201 Kanawha Terrace, St. Albans, West Virginia  25177 

phone:  304 727-2241  fax 304 727-2242 

email:  fpcsa@firstpresbychurch.com 

web site: www.firstpresbychurch.com 

 facebook:  First Presbyterian Church of St. Albans 
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